Informative Text Structures

	Structure(s)
	What is it?
	Example
	Signal Words

	Facts/ Statistics


	The author gives facts and statistics.

(look for numbers, dates, names)
	“CRASAR robots are no more than 12 inches (30 centimeters) long and 6 inches (15 centimeters) wide.”
	%

…no more than…

In the year…

	Interviews/ Quotes


	The author interviews a person knowledgeable on the topic. (look for quotation marks)
	“As Reingold tells JS, ‘The disease occurs only irregularly, when the virus manages to get into people from wherever it normally lives in nature.’ ”
	According to ____...
______ says…
As stated by ____...

	Cause/ Effect
	Cause = why something happened 

Effect = what happened

(Something the effect is listed first)
	Childhood obesity in America is at epidemic proportions due to the consumption of too much sugar and not enough exercise.
	So, Because, Consequently, Since

	Compare & Contrast


	The author compares one thing to something else.
	Clay Matthews, the Green Bay Packers linebacker, is the gladiator of the modern world. 
	Same as, On the other hand, Similar to

	Stories/ Anecdotes
	A story that illustrates a point.
(look for a name)
	“Maynor Dubón, 17, knows about the violence firsthand. He tried to escape from Honduras last year, but he was caught in Mexico and sent back.”
	Imagine…

_____ knows firsthand…

	Question/Answer
	The author asks a question and immediately provides the answer.
	“[What happened to] David Lama? He would return in 2011 – to fail another three times.”
	What, When, Why, How, Where, Did

	Problem/Solution
	The writer explains the problem, and then gives one or more possible solutions.
	“The good news is that the solution to the sugar crisis is simple: We all need to eat less sugar.”
	The dilemma is, One reason for the problem, To solve this, One answer to this is 

	Chronological (Sequence)
	The writer describes events in order or tells steps for how to do something.
	The first step is: preheat the oven to 350°
Next: mix the ingredients 
	First, Second, Next

	Research


	When the author relays information from studies that have been done. 
	“According to many experts, in the future there will be more cyclones (usually hurricanes in the Atlantic and typhoons in the Pacific) that surpass the Saffir-Simpson scale.”
	According to…
In recent studies…

Many experts say…

	Author is Expressing Personal Opinion
	In argument writing, it’s obvious. In informative writing, it’s implied. 
(look for author’s bias)
	“While I grieve with our nation over the tragedy in Colorado, I grow tired of guns always being blamed for stupid choices.”

“When you chug down a huge bottle of soda or demolish a bag of candy…you should…”
	Should
Author’s word choice that makes the reader feel guilty/excited/mad (that stirs emotion)


