The Great Depression


By: 6th grade student 2014-2015
Imagine this; you are walking on a dirt-encrusted road. Your only pair of shoes are leaving footprints behind. You have lost your job and are left to fend for your children all alone. No one will give you any money, you are broke. Well, this was what the Great Depression was like, and it all started in 1929.
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How It Happened

According to The Great Depression by Elaine Landau, “Most people trace the start of the Great Depression to October 29, 1929-the day known as Black Tuesday.” That was the day a major crash occurred in the stock market. The price of certain stocks fell monumentally between October 24, 1929 and October 29, 1929. People did not have enough money to pay debts, or even afford food.
How It Effected The People
The Great Depression made an enormous impact on people’s lives for the worse. They had lost their jobs and barely had enough food to stay alive. [image: image2.jpg]


 

In The Great Depression by Elaine Landau it stated, “Nearly 16 million people, or about one-fourth of the country’s workforce, were unemployed.” Most residents waited outside soup kitchens for one bowl of soup, and one slice of bread; that was usually all they had to eat for the whole, entire day.
All parents were worried about their children. Of course, they had to keep the children full and healthy, but they also couldn’t let themselves starve. Some parents would even give their children some of their very limited food rations. Keeping your family healthy was not easy during the Great Depression, but somehow they managed; going to bed with their stomachs rumbling for food.
Money

Money was very scarce during the Great Depression. Most people didn’t even have any money at all. Some were lucky enough to have a couple dollars. When the stock market crashed, people ran to the banks in pandemonium to withdraw their money, causing some of the banks to close from lack of money.

On the other hand, even the very wealthy didn’t have much money. The reason for this was since most jobs shut down; they had limited ways of making more money.

The Dust Bowl

A great economic distress during the Great Depression was “The Dust Bowl”. [image: image3.jpg]DUST STORM DAMAGE, 1930-1940





“The Dust Bowl” was an extreme drought that occurred. It caused many farmers to pack up and leave, from lack of water. They could not grow crops without water, so they grabbed their belongings (which wasn’t much), and headed for a less dried-out area. 
On page 13 of The Great Depression, by Elaine Landau, it stated” They had been facing poor economic conditions, drought, and dust storms that made it impossible to grow crops.”
Jumping Trains
Since the people involved in the Great Depression didn’t have cars, they would jump trains for transportation. [image: image4.jpg]




Did I mention they were moving trains? Well they were moving, and some of them even had guards on patrol .If the guards saw the train jumpers, they would chase them. Jumping trains resulted in many injuries, and sometimes death. “With no money for transportation, they would jump into open boxcars on freight trains to hitch a ride to their next stop where they would once again look for work,” states The Great Depression by Elaine Landau.
All in all, the Great Depression was very drastic and difficult. These days, we have plenty of food and transportation. What would you have done if you were in the Great Depression?
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This is a picture of a woman comforting her children during the Great Depression.





This is a picture of children protesting for their parents’ jobs back.





This is a map of the Dust Bowl.





This is a picture of people jumping trains.








