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Fishy Weather Conditions i
By Phillip Cho

Lajamanu, Australia, 18 a dry little town with 600 residents, sitting right on the edge of the Tanami desert. On a
map, Lajamanu looks a lot closer to the center of Australia than any coast. On any given day, red dust blows
down the streets, and a dry wind Inuries weeds down the dirt roads. Not much happens that is new or

unexpected, so imagine how amazed its residents were when live fish rained down on them fiom a dark gray
cloud one afternoon.

That s exactly what happened in the remote Australian village. Raining fish, especially more than 300 miles
from an ocean, seems like it must be an elaborate hoax. In some places, however, it happens so often that it
doesn't even surprise residents any longer. In Yoro, Honduras, it happens so regularly that they have begun to
predict the Lluvia de Peces, or Rain of Fishes, once or twice a year.

How do clouds make fish? The simple answer is that they don't. There is a particular weather phenomenon
called a waterspout. A waterspout is just like a tornado, only it forms above cceans, lakes, or rivers. Like a
tornado, a waterspout is shaped like a finnel and moves in a circle at high speeds. The speed creates a vacoum
effect which canses the funnel to suck everything it passes upward into its highest, widest section. Some
waterspouts are only a few feet tall, but others are over a hundred feet high! When they vacuum in the water,
waterspouts tend fo carry the fish with them, as well as frogs or other small plants or animals.

As these waterspouts reach land, they begin to dissipate, or lose momentum. But since warm air riges, the water
and all of the things m it tend to move upward, into the atmosphere, in the form of clouds. When the clouds,
carried by wind, travel rapidly over land, they become laden with too much weight, and it begins to rain. This is
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