Make Your Argument
	Introduction – Be sure to have an effective lead (bold statement, startling fact, story, etc) and state your claim (what is your opinion and why?)



	Body Paragraph 1 – Include your first argument and back it up with 2 different pieces of evidence. (Be sure to introduce the evidence (where did you find it?))



	Body Paragraph 2 – Include your second argument and back it up with 2 different pieces of evidence. (Be sure to introduce the evidence (where did you find it?))



	Body Paragraph 3 – Include your third argument and back it up with 2 different pieces of evidence. (Be sure to introduce the evidence (where did you find it?))



	Counter Argument – Write a sentence explaining why some people would disagree with your claim. Give a reason or evidence that shows why their argument is weak.



	Conclusion – Restate your claim, and do one of the following: ask a question, leave with an interesting quote, tell the reader what they should do now, end with a warning, express your hopes, or paint a strong image.



	Be sure to use transition words/phrases like:

· For example,
· According to _________ (article title or name),

· Although…

· Another example/reason…

· At the same time, 

· Finally, 

· However,

· In other words,

· This proves…

· This provides evidence to support…

· Just consider…

· Meanwhile,

· Nonetheless,

· On the one hand…

· On the other side…

· Some people feel/believe…




