Dear Families,

I am writing to ask you to help me become a partner with your child’s education. I only have your child for a portion of each day, but I’d like to make a contribution that will last a lifetime. 

I know teaching must begin with making your child feel valued and at home in the classroom. With this in mind, I am asking for your input to help me get to know your child as a unique individual with his or her own personal interests, learning style, and dreams. Would you please take a few moments to write to me about your child? What are the things that you, as a parent, know that would be important for me to know? What are your child’s interests? I want to know how your child thinks and plays, and how you see your child as a learner and as a person. Feel free to write your letter and send it back to me with your child, or email me your response.

*** Please include an email with your handwritten letter. Thanks!

Thank you,

Mrs. Pasterick

Email: pasterick_marla@salkeiz.k12.or.us

    Website: www.mrspasterick.weebly.com 

6th Grade Block Teacher

Rm. 233
Many parents often ask how they can help in the classroom. I do like to use volunteers in my room, but there are many other ways you can help if you are unable to come in yourself. Here are some other ideas for helping in your child’s classroom:

*donate off of the class wish list (see back)
*take your used books to Reader’s Guide to Recycled Literature (bookstore on Edgewater) and donate the credit to Marla Pasterick

*type student writing pieces at home (usually poems)

*send in packaged healthy snacks for class prizes/rewards (fruit snacks, pretzels, etc.)
Some ways to help your child with their transition to middle school:
· Check planner daily

· Help with organization of binder/backpack

· Ask to read his/her writing piece

· Help with editing work

· Talk to your child about the novel he or she is reading

· Read to your child

· Provide quiet time and space for silent reading and working each night
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· Clorox Wipes

· Kleenex 

· Antibacterial Hand Soap

· Electronic Spell Checkers

· Rulers

· Pencils

· Vinyl Covered Beanbags

· Any/All of the “Oregon Battle of the Books” (OBOB) Books:
· Bamboo People by Mitali Perkins

· Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan

· Dealing with Dragons by Patricia C. Wrede

· Famous Last Words by Katie Alender

· The Great Trouble by Deborah Hopkinson

· Jinx by Sage Blackwood

· Keeper of the Lost Cities by Shannon Messenger

· Liar & Spy by Rebecca Stead

· Michael Vey: the Prisoner of Cell 25 by Richard Paul Evans

· Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool

· Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez

· The Roar by Emma Clayton

· Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz

· Strike Three, You’re Dead by Josh Berk

· What We Found in the Sofa and How It Saved the World by Henry Clark

· Written in Stone by Rosanne Parry

