Fake Mars trip doesn’t take off

Muse Vol. 13, Num. 6 July/August 2009

On March 31, six volunteers entered a fake spaceship in Moscow, Russia.  If all goes well, they will walk back out 105 days later, having traveled nowhere.


This experiment will simulate some of the mental challenges of a trip to Mars.  The team will not be weightless or exposed to radiation, as they would be on a real spaceflight.  But they will eat freeze-dried astronaut rations, bathe with wet wipes, and go with out Internet, TV, or phones.  When they communicate with mission controllers, there will be a 20-minute delay to imitate real conditions.


A flight to Mars and back would take about 18 months, so it is important to learn how astronauts will be affected psychologically by such prolonged isolation. Team captain Sergei Ryazansky predicted his crew (four Russians, one German, and one Frenchman) will get along great. “I’m very happy to have such a crew,” he said. “We may even create a musical band.”
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