The Doggy Dung Disuster
HARUKA MARUNO

Would you believe that a 12-year-old Japanese girl
was named one of nine “Heroes for the Planet” by
Time magazine for picking up dog poop? What's even
weirder is that this girl, like most people, hated picking
up poop.

“It was gross,” Haruka Maruno told Time maga-
zine in 2000. Every morning when Haruka walked her
dog, Patrick, she grimaced when she had to scoop his
poop with a plastic bag over her hand. It felt warm and
mushy, like a handful of, well . . . dog poop. Yuck!

But it turned out that cleaning up after Patrick with
a plastic bag was more than just gross—it was also
harming the environment. Just like they keep your
sandwich fresh for lunch, plastic bags also keep animal
waste from decomposing—breaking down back into
the earth. Instead of becoming fertilizer, the poop-bag
combo just sat in the local landfill looking disgusting,
smelling bad, and taking up space.
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Japan has over 10 million dogs, which produce over
2 million pounds of waste daily. That’s a massive moun-
tain of poop every day. Just imagine what the mountain
might look like after a month! And because Japan is a
small island, there isn’t a lot of extra space. As much
as people would have liked to keep mountains and
mountains of dog poop sitting around, there just wasn’t
enough room. . .. Japan had a real doggy dung disaster.

Haruka Maruno decided to do something about it.

“What else could I use to scoop poop?” she thought. A
shovel might work, but you couldn’t just throw the whole
shovel away. People would have to wash it when they
were done—not very convenient. Maybe a plastic cup,
but it might get a little messy, and messy was the last thing
she wanted. Finally Haruka found a way to cut and fold
an empty paper milk carton into the ultimate poop scoop.

JAPAN

population: 127 million
capital: Tokyo A
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